COVID-19 ACTION PLAN

INTRODUCTION
We are thrilled to be bringing back our Canyon
Creek community this summer! While COVID-19 has
made running camp much more challenging, we know
that our kids need camp now more than ever. With the following
action plan, we are confident that we can provide a safe, fun
environment for them to try new things, make new friends, enjoy
the outdoors, and get away from their screens!

We have developed our protocols based on guidance from the
CDC, California Department of Public Health (CDPH), American
Camp Association (ACA), various camps that operated successfully
last summer, and our local health authorities. While we have
worked diligently to provide the most accurate information, please
note that some protocols and policies may change as new
information and guidelines emerge.
As always, we will work closely with our camp families to ensure
that all aspects of the Canyon Creek camp experience meet or
exceed your expectations. Our ability to successfully operate camp
this summer relies on our relationship with you and your
cooperation in adhering to our health protocols, general camp
protocols, and other guidelines as set forth in this COVID-19 action
plan.
We are working hard to make this summer the best summer yet,
and as normal as possible under the current restrictions. We can’t
wait to run around with your kids this summer at The Creek!
- YOUR CANYON CREEK TEAM

BEFORE CAMP
We are asking all campers to follow important health and safety measures
before arriving to camp. Preparation for camp will look a little different this
year and we appreciate your cooperation as we keep the safety of our camp
families our utmost priority.
P R E - C A M P E X P E C TAT I O N S
Because we are a large camp community and campers will be traveling to camp from
various geographic areas, we ask families to please adhere to the following guidelines.
Vaccinated campers must follow all CDC guidelines for vaccinated individuals.
Un-vaccinated campers must:
• Avoid any unnecessary travel in the days leading up to camp (7-14 days
recommended)
• Follow common sense health protocols, including:
• Wear a face covering at all times when outside of your home
• Avoid close contact with people outside of your household
• Do not attend any large, indoor gatherings
• Do not participate in any sports tournaments or outside large gatherings
PRE-CAMP TESTING
All un-vaccinated campers must provide results of a negative PCR SARS-CoV-2 test
taken within 72-hours of arrival to camp. Test results need to be uploaded to your
camper account or emailed to the Camp Office by 3:00pm on the Saturday before your
session begins. No camper will be allowed to camp without proof of a negative test, and
ONLY PCR test results will be accepted (no antigen-based or other testing). All expenses
incurred from this test will be the responsibility of each camp family.
C O V I D H E A LT H H I S TO RY F O R M
Each family will be required to fill out our COVID Health History form which will be
available online. The form will be emailed to you 3 days before the start of camp and
MUST be filled out by the Friday before your session begins. Questions on the form
include camper vaccination status, COVID-19 health history, behaviors leading up to
camp, and any pre-existing conditions that may mimic COVID symptoms. This form will be
MANDATORY and you will receive notifications from us when the form is ready for you to
fill out.

ARRIVING TO CAMP
We will NOT be offering chartered bus service to camp this summer. We
apologize for any inconvenience this may cause you but appreciate your
understanding. We have worked hard to make the drop-off process as seamless
as possible for you and your camper.
DROP-OFFS
We will have a drop-off schedule with staggered timeframes to reduce density and
physical interaction. To streamline the check-in process, each family will be required to
make TWO stops. The check-in process will be as follows:
STOP 1: In Castaic (just off the freeway), we will have camp staff greet you, give you your
cabin assignment, unload your luggage, perform temperature checks, verify that all
paperwork is received, and answer any questions you may have. EVERYONE MUST
REMAIN IN THEIR VEHICLES.
As soon as you are cleared, you can then proceed to Stop 2 (Camp!). This will give you
about 25 minutes to “say your goodbyes” in the car on the way up.
STOP 2: Once at camp, you will be directed through our drop-off area where you will be
greeted by your cabin counselors. ONLY CAMPERS MAY EXIT THE VEHICLE.
Additional details, including Stop 1 address, and other procedural details will be
emailed to you prior to the start of your session.
Any camp families coming from a direction other than “down the hill” can contact
Camp to make separate arrangements.
A R R I VA L B Y A I R

We are pleased to still offer complimentary airport service to our campers flying in.
Campers arriving by air must submit a negative PCR test within 72 hours of the first day
of camp and must also follow the CDC’s travel guidance. Campers are required to follow
all CDC recommended health guidelines, including masking, while in public places or on
public transportation traveling to camp. A Canyon Creek staff member (fully vaccinated)
will greet campers at the airport, conduct a health screening, and transport campers to
camp in camp vehicles. If a camper arrives to the airport with a fever or other symptoms
related to COVID-19, they will NOT be allowed to come to camp and parents must make
immediate arrangements for pickup.
Please reference the materials in your camper account for arrival times.

W H I LE AT C A M P
“2 OF 3 RULE”

We will be following the 2 of 3 Rule any time campers are interacting with campers
and staff outside of their own cabin group. This rule means that camp community
members will meet two out of three of the following protocols:
Be Outdoors

Be 6’ Apart

CABIN GROUPS

Wear a Mask

COHORTS

Close friendships have always been
formed within cabin groups. This
summer, groups will be slightly smaller
than usual with 5-8 campers per cabin
(5-10 for yurts). This is still an ideal
number for activities and bonding, and
will allow for proper spacing and health
protocols. Each cabin is a “household
unit.” Campers will live together, have
meals together, go to activities
together, and enjoy campfire together.

We will be breaking camp into 3-4 even
cohorts based roughly on age/grade.
Cabin groups within cohorts will be
scheduled together at various
activities, will eat meals at the same
time, and will be together for
tournament in our 2-week sessions.

When with their group, masks and
distancing will not be required.

Side note: We promise to come up with
a more “campy” name than cohort!

Campers within each cohort will be
able to interact with each other by
observing the 2 of 3 Rule.

MASKS
Campers will not be required to wear masks when they are with their cabin groups
(both indoors and outdoors).
We are very fortunate that all of our activities either are, or can be, adapted to be
outdoors. Campers will not be required to wear masks outdoors unless a distance of 6’
is not able to be maintained with another group. Masks will be required when
entering any bathroom, and in the dining hall (unless seated at their cabin table), or
when the 2 of 3 Rule cannot be maintained.
Campers must bring 5 reusable masks and one box (100) of disposable masks.

W H I LE AT C A M P
C O V I D T E S T I N G AT C A M P
Canyon Creek will be administering Rapid tests to EVERY un-vaccinated camper on
the first Thursday of every session. Any camper who tests positive or presents high
risk symptoms will be immediately isolated.
In addition to the mandatory Thursday test, if any camper presents symptoms of
COVID-19 while at camp, our health center staff will perform a rapid test. Any camper
who tests positive will be isolated and will need to be picked up within 8 hours.
Campers who are staying multiple sessions will be given a PCR test on the Thursday
before the end of the session.
Note: There will be a $75 per camper/per session COVID-19 fee added to your
family’s invoice to offset some of the costs of our on-site professionally managed
COVID-19 testing program.

MEALS
Meal times will be staggered and cabin groups will be assigned times with their
cohorts. Masks will be worn inside the dining hall unless a camper is seated at their
table.
Campers will be required to thoroughly wash their hands before each meal and extra
hand-washing stations will be placed throughout camp.

L E AV I N G C A M P
This summer, we cannot allow campers to leave camp during their session for any
reason, including sports tournaments, practices, and other pre-arranged activities.
The only exception to this policy is if our Health Center staff deems it necessary for
medical purposes (injury, etc.), in which case, a camp staff member will accompany
the camper. Camper will be rapid tested upon return and again as necessary.

CIT PROGRAM
COUNSELORS IN TRAINING
We are excited to welcome our CIT’s this summer! The program has always aimed to
create a nice balance between ”being a camper” and the added responsibility of
helping to care for our younger campers. This year’s program will look slightly different
than past summers, but we believe it will still fulfill the same purpose and mission,
and perhaps our CIT’s will like it even better!
LIVING SPACE - CIT’s will still be housed together. For some of our larger
sessions, there may be 2 boy yurts and/or 2 girl yurts.
WEEK ONE – For the first week of camp, CIT’s will not be assigned to cabin
groups. They will instead be grouped together and will get to participate in
camp activities as a CIT cohort. They will still receive CIT leadership training.
We are excited to also introduce a leadership service project that each CIT
group will work on together. CIT’s will also be assigned to help our Program
Directors with various aspects of camp, including night activity coordination,
and campfire planning.
WEEK TWO – Once everyone in camp has been administered a rapid COVID
test, CIT’s will be assigned to work with a cabin group. CIT’s will need to wear
masks when with their assigned group unless the 2 of 3 rule can be applied.
CIT’s will not go into camper cabins with the group. CIT’s will still be housed
together, eat meals together (with those in their cohorts), and help our
Program Directors throughout camp.
MEALS – For the first 5 days of camp, CIT’s will all eat together during assigned
meal times. For the remainder of camp, they will eat with CIT’s in their
assigned cabin’s cohort.
TOURNAMENT – Maybe more important than anything else above (at least for
some CIT’s)! We will still have our tournaments during each 2-week session.
However, tournament will look a little different as we will have “mini-tourneys”
within each cohort. CIT’s will be their own cohort and will have their own
tournament.

STAYOV E RS & V I SI T I N G
C A M P E R S S TAY I N G M U LT I P L E S E S S I O N S
We love having campers stay with us for multiple sessions! This year, the transition day
will look a little different as we need to reduce any possibility of COVID-19 exposure to
camp.
•

We will not be taking campers to a movie and dinner. Instead, we will have a fun
movie night at camp and we promise to make it just as fun - or even more fun than usual!

•

NO camper will be allowed to leave camp on Saturday to return on Sunday.

•

Parents will NOT be allowed to visit. We know this may be hard for some campers
(and parents) but we appreciate your understanding and cooperation. Campers
will be given ample time to call, FaceTime, or Zoom with family back home.

•

All un-vaccinated campers will receive a PCR test on Thursday before the end of
the session.

VAC C I N AT I O N S
S TA F F & C A M P E R S

It is the CDC’s recommendation that all eligible, staff, campers, and family
members should get fully vaccinated for COVID-19. Ideally, wait 2 weeks
after completing vaccination for COVID-19 before traveling to camp.
We are working to ensure 100% of our staff are vaccinated prior to
summer and hope that many of our eligible campers are also vaccinated
this summer. The more people in our camp community who are vaccinated,
the less likely we are to have anyone contract the virus and be required to
shorten their camp stay.
Vaccinated campers will not need to submit results of a negative PCR test
prior to arrival at camp nor take the additional test on Thursday of the first
week. Furthermore, vaccinated campers will not necessarily have all the
same quarantine precautions as unvaccinated campers should someone in
their Cabin test positive for COVID-19 while at camp.
Parents MUST upload a copy of camper’s vaccination card to their online
camper account prior to the start of camp.

HEALTH CENTER
G E N E R A L P ROTO C O L S
As always, our Health Center will be staffed by trained, medical professional RN’s and
LVN’s under the guidance of our camp doctor.
Because of the increased necessity of health screenings, testing, and treatments this
summer, groups will be assigned specific times to visit the Health Center for routine
care and medication administration. No campers will be allowed inside the Health
Center (a pop-up health zone will be outside) unless being quarantined or isolated. If a
camper presents symptoms of COVID-19, a rapid test will be administered.
Counselors will conduct visual and verbal daily health screenings and any campers
presenting symptoms or concerns will be brought to the Health Center. We know that
some campers have higher anxiety levels than others regarding the current health
climate so we will be training our staff to be extra sensitive and aware of this in order
to help mitigate any concerns campers may have while at camp.
C O V I D P ROTO C O L S
Should a camper or staff member begin to exhibit COVID-19 symptoms, they will be
immediately isolated and tested. Anyone identified as positive will need to leave
camp premises. Campers who test positive must be picked up within 8 hours. They
will be kept in our medical isolation room until their departure from camp.
STEPS TAKEN IF SOMEONE IN CAMP TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID-19:
• Campers and staff members in the patient’s cabin will be COVID-19 tested and
quarantined from other members of the camp community while awaiting results.
• Campers and staff members in the patient’s cabin will follow a modified program
for up to 72 hours and will continue to be monitored.
• Parents/Guardians of the other campers and staff in the COVID-19 positive cabin
will be informed immediately that someone in their cabin has tested positive.
• Contact tracing of anyone the COVID-19 patient came in contact with during the
previous 48 hours will begin immediately.
• Camp Directors will inform the local and state Health Departments.
• Contact-traced campers or staff will be monitored closely by Health Center staff.
• Additional COVID-19 tests will be administered as needed.

P ROG RA M M OD I F I C AT I ON S
LAKE PROGRAM
We are doing everything in our power to keep camp as “normal” as possible for our
campers while still adhering to heightened health and safety standards. One area that
is out of our control this summer is the lake program. Unfortunately, for a variety of
reasons not in our power, we will have to suspend the lake program for Summer
2021. We promise you that we are just as disappointed as your camper.
We use Castaic Lake which is a County of Los Angeles run facility. Because of the
current California drought, the water levels in the lake are much lower than normal.
Because of this, they are not allowing jet skis on the lake, and they are requiring all
boating to launch from their Main Ramp. Camp has, for the past 20 years, secured our
own private dock at the lake. This summer, that dock is closed. We cannot guarantee
the Main Ramp will not be crowded and experience delays on many days, and there is
no guaranteed, secluded area for lunch tables. In addition, there is no covered area,
no trees or shade, and no area for campers to be together away from the public. With
these factors, and the added risk of transporting campers to and from the lake, we feel
it is best to keep campers at camp rather than take any risk.
Because we know the lake is an important part of our programming, we are working
hard to secure a replacement activity that kids will equally enjoy!

OT H E R P R O G R A M U P DAT E S
Other areas and activities around camp will run as normal with slight modifications for
cleaning of high-touch areas, and spacing out of groups as necessary. We are fortunate
to have such vast outdoor space so activities that may run indoors other summers (like
art or yoga) can be moved outdoors.
The only activity that will be removed for this summer will be SCUBA.

LA ST DAY OF C A M P
You will need to make one more trip up the mountain as all campers must
be picked up from camp on the last day of their session. We will still have
our Closing Ceremony but parents will not be invited to watch. If you’re
lucky, your camper will sing their favorite camp songs to you all the way
down the mountain!
PICK UPS
Just like for drop-offs, we will have a pick-up schedule with staggered timeframes to reduce
density and physical interaction. To streamline the process, each family will again be asked
to make TWO stops.
STOP 1: Come straight to Camp to see your camper! Campers will be escorted to your car
by their Counselor. We know you will be excited to see your kids, but EVERYONE MUST
REMAIN IN THEIR VEHICLES.
STOP 2: After you have your camper, head back down the hill to CASTAIC (same location as
first day) to retrieve your camper’s luggage.
Additional details, including Stop 2 address, and other procedural details will be emailed
to you prior to the end of your session.
Any camp families coming from a direction other than “down the hill” can contact Camp
to make separate arrangements.

D E PA R T U R E B Y A I R
Campers departing by air will be escorted by our Camp staff (fully vaccinated). Campers
departing by air must follow the CDC’s travel guidance. Campers are required to follow
all CDC recommended health guidelines, including masking, while in public places or on
public transportation traveling from camp.
Please reference the materials in your camper account for departure times.

RETURNING FROM CAMP
It is highly recommended that campers who are not fully vaccinated should
get tested with a viral test 3-5 days after traveling home from camp AND
stay home and self-quarantine for a full 7 days after travel. For campers
flying home, please refer to CDC’s “Travel During COVID-19” website for
more information about what to do after traveling home from camp.
Fully vaccinated people should follow current guidance for domestic travel
and may not need to be tested or self-quarantine after camp unless they
PICK UPS
are experiencing symptoms.
If your camper returns from camp and tests positive on their COVID test,
please notify camp immediately.

A NOTE TO OUR CAMP FAMILIES
We have taken every measure to operate a safe, healthy, and
successful camp this summer at The Creek. We are confident your
camper will enjoy their stay with us, however, even with all of our
extra steps, camp may not be appropriate for some individual
campers and staff during a pandemic. Each individual family must
decide if camp, modified as detailed in the previous pages, is the
right fit.
If you are uncomfortable with the potential risk you may be taking,
please keep your child home. Canyon Creek cannot be held liable if
your child does contract COVID-19.
COVID-19 RESPONSE TEAM

If you have any questions regarding anything in this guidebook or
COVID-19 at camp, please contact:
•

DARYL MOSS, DIRECTOR
Daryl@CanyonCreekSummerCamp.com

•

NATHALIE MOSS, DIRECTOR
Nathalie@CanyonCreekSummerCamp.com

•

NICK COFFING, DIRECTOR
Nick@CanyonCreekSummerCamp.com

•

JILL HUDSPETH, CAMP-MOM
CampMom@CanyonCreekSummerCamp.com

RESOURCES:
CDC Guidance for Operating Youth and Summer Camps During COVID-19
American Camp Association (ACA) Field Guide for Camps

